
Dear Friends,  

Some thoughtful children came into my office shortly after I returned from the APCE Conference in Louisville and asked 
me how my vacation went.  It gave me a chance to clarify that study leave is not the same as vacation.  “On study leave I 
work for the church in a different way,” I told them.  “I attend workshops and converse with friends about our educational 
ministry.  It is less tiring than a day at the church, but it is tiring.  I never stop thinking about all of you.”  

From what I have read, a sabbatical is not the same as study leave.  The benefactors are intended to be the pastor and the 
church.  Both pastor and congregation shuffle themselves and there is a reset button pushed that leads to new energy 
and insight about this important relationship.  In the end, hopefully, all find it a worthwhile time. 

I think it will take a fair amount of time for me to stop thinking about my day to day responsibilities, so I can focus on 
things that I have had little time to ponder.  But when I get there I hope to read and write and talk to others about 
questions I have put on the back burner.  I have a stack of partially read books at home, the start of a book on how to do 
funerals, which is sitting in my basement, and questions about where others think youth ministry is heading . I hope 
distance from the church work will give me a different perspective on our life together.  

Sabbaticals also are intended for rest. I hope I am able to relax. I have a personal list which includes exercising regularly, 
gardening, and spending time with my family. And James suggested that I ponder my retirement years, which is a helpful 
suggestion.  

Obviously, the gift is time.  Time to just be.  I am grateful to the church for your generosity.  I wish you well on your end of 
this sabbatical experience. 

Love, Keith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOW KIDS CLUB 
A Club for children in Second to Fifth Grade 

Wednesday from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM 
 

    March 7  We will visit First Covenant Church and see a Gothic Cathedral 
    March 14 Nicki and Bobby Jares will speak about living with disabilities 
    March 21 TBA 
    March 28 No Clubs – Holy Week 
 

WAYOUTH 
A youth group experience for Middlers and Senior Highs 

Wednesdays from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM 
 

    March 7  Plan “Eggs-perience” party for Sunday, March 25 
    March 14 Plan “Eggs-perience” party for Sunday, March 25 
    March 21 Dinner Out – Bring $5.00 
    March 28 No Clubs – Holy Week 

 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

Issues of Faith – Speaker series on Sunday mornings at 9:45 AM in Room 18 
 March   4 Mary Hembrow Snyder, PhD. : Lenten Reflection 
 March 11 Miranda Galbreath, Psychological Services Specialist.  “All Paws on Deck. An introduction to utilizing 
Service Dogs, Therapy Dogs and Emotional Support Animals.” 

  
     

WORSHIP IN MARCH 
 

  March 4   Third Sunday in Lent 
         Celebration of Holy Communion 
        

     Christian Scripture: Mark  2:18-22 
     Sermon:  A New Recipe                  Teaching Elder James Bernhardt 
 

  March 11  Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

     Christian Scripture:          John  2:1-12 
     Sermon:  The Best Wine                  Teaching Elder James Bernhardt 
 

  March 18  Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Christian Scripture:          Luke 14: 7-14 
Sermon:  Sending Invitations                 Teaching Elder James Bernhardt 

 

March 25  Palm Sunday 
 

   Hebrew Scripture:            Isaiah 53 
   Christian Scripture:          Mark 11: 1-11 
   Sermon:  Palms and Passion                 Teaching Elder James Bernhardt 
    

March 29  Maundy Thursday 
   The Last Supper                  Teaching Elder James Bernhardt 
   Tenebrae 
 

April 1   Easter Sunday 
  Celebration of Holy Communion    
   Christian Scriptures Mark 16: 1-8 
      Luke 24: 13-35 
   Sermon:  When Resurrection Happens     Teaching Elder James Bernhardt 
        
     
 
 

 
 
        
 

 
 

    

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
During the season of Lent, we remember that there are many in the world who still need our help.  Through your 
donations to One Great Hour of Sharing , Presbyterian Mission Agency  is able to serve people in our community and 
around the world by alleviating hunger, rebuilding after crisis or catastrophe, and working with communities to overcome 
oppression.  We will be collecting donations throughout Lent for this vital service.  Envelopes for OGHS are available in the 
pews. 

Soup Sunday 
Soup will be made by the Deacons on Sunday, 
March 21 and will be taken to the Emmaus Soup 
Kitchen.  Please check the list below, and bring 
needed items to the Wayside kitchen between 9:30 
AM and 11:00 AM  that morning.   
 

Needed items :  meat, beef stock, corn, peas, 
beans , chopped onions, celery, peppers, 
canned tomatoes, tomato sauce or juice, 
potatoes, cleaned and sliced carrots. 
 

Wayside Men’s Group 
 
Wayside’s men’s group  
will meet in March on  
Saturday, March 17 at 
 9:00 AM at Perkins 
 on West 8th Street.   
Everyone is welcome! 
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  March Birthdays 
 
1 -    Peggy Bules, Alice Edwards,  
        Elaine Glass, Kent Jacoby, 
2 -    Heidi Utley 
3 -    Austin Jewell, Isaiah Pentz 
5 -    Reed Catrabone, Jan McEllroy, 
         Tom Momeyer, Pattie Pora 
8 -    Joy Jewell 
9 -    Harry Eighmy, Lee Gehrlein 
10 -  Andrea Jacoby, Mary Marsh 
11 -  Patrick Callahan, Colin Potocki 
13 -  Gary Christensen, Eva Duska, 
         Jill Gomes 
14 -  Hannah Hutzelman, Bethany   
          Van Helden, Barb Richardson 
15 -  Katie Marsh 
16 -  Chris Hoyt, Joan Moore,     
          Justice Severance 
17 -  Anita Bernhardt, Mackenzie  
          Pora, Karen Sundberg 
18 -  Roman Bojewski 
19 -  Cheryl Sealy 
20 -  Staci McGill, Emily McGuire,  
          Kylie Sundberg, Jennifer Taylor     
22 -   Carrie Bastow, Ramon Watkins 
23 -   Mardy Marsh, Betsey Miller 
24 -   Joey Kocan, Nolan Martin 
25 -   Nathan Latimer 
26 -   Jeff Brinling, Matt McGill 
27 -   Jill Wallace 
28 -   Aaron Garrity, Scott Jackson,  
          Christian Sundberg 
29 -   Bonnie Tansey 
30 -   Barbara Trisket, Pam Weaver,  
31 -   Mike Anderson, Sami Wismer          
 
          ************************** 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1 -      Jim and Mardy Marsh 
                     

Members of our 2018 Confirmation Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(From left to right)  James Bernhardt,  Aurora Fuchs, Bella Fried,  Jadyn Danylko,    
Daniel Snyder, Nicholas Grimm,  Harlie Yahn,  Elias Yahn, Cole Daehnke,                       
Oliver Paris, and Keith Sundberg 

BUDGET BYTES FROM THE BUDGET COMMITTEE 
 

We are off to a great beginning to 2018 on the revenue side of our budget, 
bringing in 18% of our year’s projected total revenue.  This included a generous 
gift from one giving unit which started us off in a very good way.  Thanks be to 
God! Our overall expenses for January were $762.67 over budget because  of all 
the snow Mother Nature  brought, requiring major snow removal.  Regardless of 
that unexpected hiccup,  we are on solid footing right now.  Let’s keep that up! 
 

We’d like you to consider an additional easy way to increase the church’s 
revenue, along with purchases you may already make through our Scrip gift 
card program.  For those of you who shop on-line with Amazon, if you make 
your purchases through AmazonSmile ,the AmazonSmile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% for every eligible purchase (minus rebates, shipping  & handling, 
taxes, etc) to the charity of your choice…which we hope will be Wayside.   All 
you need to do is visit smile.amazon.com and on that first visit you will be asked 
to select your charity (Wayside) and we will begin to receive a donation 
automatically each time you make an eligible purchase.  You can use your 
existing account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile.  So, start shopping with 
AmazonSmile and bring a smile to  Wayside’s bottom line! 

Financial Report 
Financial Statement as of January 31, 2018 

Revenue -           January                  $103,907.12  Expenses            January                      $46,566.26 
           Year to Date            $103,907.12                    Year to Date                  $46,566.26 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S NEWS 
 

2018 Program Information 
Presbyterian Women recently sent information out to all women of Wayside.  Included was our annual program 
brochure.  We hope that you will take some time to look through our calendar of events and see the many opportunities 
for mission work, Bible study and fellowship offered throughout the year.  All women are welcome!   
If you would like to participate in our mission fundraising effort, please drop off or mail your envelope to the church 
office, or place it in the offering plate on Sunday.  Your support of our fundraising efforts is greatly appreciated!!  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please e-mail or call Karen Haas (karenhaas79@gmail.com, 814-833-2053) 

 

 Blanket Sunday Report 
Members of our congregation gave over $1,440 to this year’s Blanket Sunday  project, which will buy 140 blankets!  
These blankets will provide warmth and shelter comfort, privacy, and  healing and hope to people in need.  Thank you 
Wayside, for your fantastic support of our 2018 Blanket Sunday!! 
 

Registration for Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women  
Registration is now open for the Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women in Louisville, Kentucky, which will be 
held August 2-5, 2018.  Registration booklets can be found on the PW bulletin board.  Some scholarship money will be  
available from the Presbytery level and from our church PW.  If you are interested in attending, please contact Karen 
Haas or Nicki Jares.  Many women from Wayside have attended in the past and everyone agrees that it is a wonderful 
opportunity to worship with PW from around the world.  We are spiritually  filled by the experience. 
 

Elizabeth Inspiration – 

Of all the forces that  
make for a better world, 
none is so indispensable  
as HOPE 
 

Lunch Bunch News:  The Lunch Bunch will not meet on March 8 because of a scheduling problem.  We will resume on 
Thursday, April 12th. 

Souper Bowl of Caring a SUCCESS! – Thank you Wayside for your amazing support of our Souper Bowl of Caring!  
We collected $343.60, which was given to the West Millcreek Food Pantry. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! 
 

Do you love the children’s sermon on Sunday morning as much as we do?  If so, this is your opportunity to share your 
love with all our Wayside children…and adults!  While Keith is on sabbatical, we are looking for volunteers to help James 
by doing the children’s sermon.  If this is something you would like to help with, please sign up at the information table 
in the lobby.  Thank you so much for considering this act of stewardship for Wayside. 
 

CIRCLE NEWS 
 

Sophia Circle will not meet during March due to conflicts with 
Lenten Bible Study meeting times.   Elizabeth Circle meets the 
4th Thursday of each month at 11:30 AM in the Parlor.  March’s 
meeting will be held on March 22.   Naomi Circle meets the 4th 
Wednesday of each month at noon, also in the Parlor.  
Everyone brings her own sandwich or salad; dessert and 
beverages are provided.  The next meeting will be March 28 at 
noon. 
 

 

mailto:karenhaas79@gmail.com


 

“WELCOME STATEMENT” 
 

“I will show love to those who were called unloved and, to those who were called ‘not my people’, I will say ‘you are my  
people’ and they will answer, ‘you are our God’.” (Hosea 2:23) 

 

Wayside Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) is a place where the mind is nourished as well as the spirit, and  where we affirm the dignity and 
worth of every person.  As we are all created in the image of God, we believe discrimination is incompatible with Christ’s Gospel of 
unconditional love.  While we celebrate our Presbyterian identity, we acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to 
understanding God.  We invite conversations that move us to seek  a deeper understanding of life in the Spirit. 

Be who you are and be welcome here 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lenten Opportunities 
 

Lenten Bible Studies are being offered 5 times each week during Lent.   If you are not already 
participating in one of these groups, you are still welcome to do so.  The six week studies will take 
place at the following times and places: 
 -Sunday mornings at 9:45 AM in the Parlor at Wayside. 
 -Tuesday mornings at 9:30 AM in Room 4 at Wayside. 
 -Tuesday evenings at 7:30PM at Colin & Bethany Hurley’s, 3267 West 32nd Street. 
 -Wednesday evenings at  6:30 PM in the Parlor at Wayside. 
 -Friday evenings at 7:00 PM at Gregg & Sallee Rabenold’s, 4375 Stone Creek Dr. 
 

Lenten Devotionals – A daily devotion is posted on the Wayside website each day during Lent.  
Following the Lectionary readings for the day, James Bernhardt and Linda Lorah are taking the lead 
on sharing a reflection.  Everyone is invited to read the passage and send a few sentences to have 
posted as well.  Send your good words to Marci in the office at wpc@wayside-erie.org. 
 

Children’s Lenten Devotionals – Every Wayside family with children in 5th grade and younger 
have been purchased a devotional to use at home.  The booklet  ,stickers and stand-up guide are 
available for pick-up in the church lobby.  Extra ones are available for members’ grandchildren and 
friends.  Pick up yours soon to begin your family’s Lenten journey. 
 

“Eggs-perience”- This year we will hold our Easter Egg hunt and program on Palm Sunday, March 
25, beginning at 9:45AM (our Sunday School hour).  Parents, grandparents and neighbors are 
welcome to this fun event, organized by Bethany Hurley and Jill McGill.  
 

Maundy Thursday Service – This year we will be doing something different and special for our 
Maundy Thursday service. We will begin with a light meal in Fellowship Hall, followed by a worship 
service, communion and Tenebrae service, also in Fellowship Hall.  This will be a family service, 
children are welcome.  Please call the church office if you are interested in child care. 
  

Sunday, April 1 – Easter Sunday 
 Identical Services will be held at 8:30 AM and 11:00 PM. 

 

This month 
at 

Wayside: 
 

March 4 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
Holy Communion 

Serving Sunday  
Supper at First 

Covenant 
 

March 10 
Presbytery of Lake 

Erie  
Big Event 

 

March 11 
4th Sunday in Lent 

 

March 18 
5th Sunday in Lent 

Soup Sunday 
Children Sing 

 

March 25 
Palm Sunday 

Eggs-perience 
 

March 26 
Second Harvest 

Mobile Food Bank 
 

March 29 
Maundy Thursday 

Service 
 

March 30 
Good Friday 

 
April 1 

Easter Sunday 
Holy Communion 

Services at 8:30 
and 11:00 

         Inside Wayside is published by Wayside Presbyterian Church, 1208 Asbury Road, Erie, Pennsylvania 16505 and sent free to members. 

DEADLINE FOR APRIL NEWSLETTER 

MARCH 16, 2018 

 

WEST MILLCREEK FOOD PANTRY 
 

Requested items for March 
Tuna and canned spaghetti 

Spaghetti and sauce 
Macaroni and Cheese 

Peanut butter 
Cereal 

Baked beans 
 

All non-perishable items, especially diapers and baby wipes and feminine 
hygene products are always welcome. 
 

Reminder: The West Millcreek Food Pantry is NOT affiliated with 
Second Harvest Food Bank and relies SOLELY on direct donations. 

 

 Wayside Presbyterian Church 
 1208 Asbury Road,  Erie, PA  16505 

Phone:l  814-833-7653 
Fax: 814-833-9411 
Email:  wpc@wayside-erie.org 

                                                                                       STAFF 
 
The Reverend Dr. James F. Bernhardt     Senior Pastor/Head of Staff 
 james@wayside-erie.org      828-381-6582 (cell) 
 
The Reverend Keith Sundberg     Associate Pastor 
 keith@wayside-erie.org      814-440-5376 (cell) 
 
Dawn Weborg       Music Director/Organist 

  
 David Sickles       Sexton 
 
 Karen Pastewka       Financial Secretary 
  finance@wayside-erie.org 
 
 Marci  Berlin       Communications Specialist/Community Liason 
  wpc@wayside-erie.org 

 

Contact us at our website at: 

www.wayside-erie.org 
  and 
Follow us on Facebook 

 
 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
WaysideErie/ or @WaysideErie 
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FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR 

 

 The 40 days of Lent connect us to other “40s” in the Bible story.  The story of Noah tells of a great flood 
lasting 40 days and 40 nights; the story of the Hebrews tells how they journeyed in the wilderness for 40 
years; and the gospels each tell how Jesus was tested in the wilderness for 40 days. 

 Whatever the reasons for the repetition of the number 40, it is certainly a time frame, days or years, 
that is long enough to be significant.  I believe the number 40 is meant to say that “a long enough period of 
time passed to make a difference”.  This sets a pattern for us to follow in Lent.  In these 40 days we may 
commit ourselves in ways that cause us to make significant change.  Whether it is a change of habit, or an 
inner commitment of the soul, or the outward commitment in relationship to others, it could be that 40 days 
is time enough for a change to begin in us. 

 The story of Jesus’ testing in the wilderness in Mark tells how the Holy Spirit drove Jesus into the 
wilderness.  It is instructive that a time of testing and trial is necessary to Jesus’s growth and development as 
he relied on the help of the Spirit.  Lent can be a time when we learn that times of trial and testing can be 
seasons in which we rely on the Spirit.  Deepening this sense of trust and assurance transforms our hearts for 
living in all times – the good and the bad; and prepares us to be faithful when we need to speak truth and 
stand with others.  The ancient season of Lent is an opportunity given us to focus on God’s help and to grow 
as disciples of Jesus.  May this season bear fruit in you. 

 March is the first month of Keith’s sabbatical.  Our prayers for a fruitful time of reflection and growth 
go with Keith and Barb.  The leaders of the ministries for which Keith has oversight are prepared to do all that 
is needed.  As always, let us be aware and look for ways that we can support and encourage each other as we 
learn and worship and serve together.   

 We welcome Marci Berlin, our new administrative assistant in the church office.  Marci is well on the 
way, learning the “ropes and rigging” of Wayside.  She has been aided by Lois May, Nancy Fye and Karen 
Pastewka in these early days.  If you’re out and about during church hours, come by and meet Marci.   

 Take advantage of the opportunities for small group Bible study during Lent, and also for personal 
devotion: the Sunday Take Homes, the daily devotions on line (on our under construction web site!) and the 
d365.org daily devotion.  Come join in Holy Week morning prayer at 7 am in the prayer chapel, and attend the 
Maundy Thursday/Tenebrae service.  

 May God’s grace and peace be with you in abundance this Lent. 

 James 

 

  

 


